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1., 7The rollowing industriés of East Germany are dependent on a sufficient supply
of borax and boric acid for their production: : :

a. Ceramics industry

b, Optical glass industry

¢. Technical glass industry

d. Enamel and enamel frit industry.

5. The main consumers inEast Germany for borax, boric acid or acceptable substitutes
are the following enterprises:

&, VEB Sc' ott und Genossen, Jena (main supplier of optical glass for VEB Carl
Zeiss, Jena).
b. VEB Eisenhuettenwerk Thale (enamel industry).
c. VEB Hermania, Schoenbeck (enamel frit).
d. VEB Vandplattenwerke, Boitzenburg. .
e, VEB Schwerter. Emagillierwerk, Lauter, Saxony.
i f. VEB Berliner Halbzeug und Metallwerk, East Berlin (ball bearings).
i g. ¥irm of Dr. Kueppees (a private enterprise located inan unspecified town
in Saxony). . ‘ g
h. The East German radio industry ( a very minor consumer).

%z, Up to the end of September 1955, East Germany's requirements for boric acid and
borax were covered solely by imports. Annual requirements were about 3,000 metric

tons of borTxgandgahgujgﬁgggmgjziggﬁons of boric acid. These guantities were im-
ported from Soviet Bloc countries. " 25X1
4, Due to difficulties in placing further coniracts for the required quantities of
borax and boric acid] lifficulties which have increased sinc2‘5x1
early 1955 and which threatened the maintenance of continuous productionrat VEB )
Schott und Genossen, the YEB Hermania,3choen:beck initiated experiments aimed at obtain
ing borax and boric acid trom Colemanite and Pandermite. UJoth Colemenite and
Pandermite, are minerals containing boron\ ‘These minerals

have a boron content averaging between 36 and 45 percent., Of these two minerals 25X1
Colemusg t¢ is much harder and is much more difficult to grind. Therefore, East

Cermany, at least temporarily,concentraied on obtainin; Gclemanite znd wlaced .
a contract for the imjowi oi 9,000 metric tofis of Colemanite [:::%:i::::::}On the25X1
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basis of 45 percent 32 07 content, experiments have shown that from one metric ton
of ground Colemanite up to one ton of boric acid or 0.7 ton f btorax can be obtained.
It is understood that certain :luids and/or other chemical elements are added to the
ground Colemanite in this reduction process, -

5. As of the end of September 1955, the procedure in Zast CGermany was as follows:

30 metric tons of Colemanite had been obtained so far. VIB lermanisa, y

Schoenbeck, grinds the mincrel and supplies the rround material to VOB Greiz at 25X
Doehlau in Saxony, wkich then rcduces it into boric acid. It is then returrn.d to

VEB Hermenia, Schoenbeck, where the boric scid is refined into borex.

6. The IFast German govermment in its 195( investment plan has tentrtively authorized
the expenditure of three million ITZ for the construction of a horic acid nlant on

the terrain belonging to VI Hermenia inschoer:zbeck, Yf the 5.00C feztric tons of
Celemanite to be immorted into FTast Germany during tie 1956 plan year,25X1
which will cost the Last Germam ¢ went 2200,000, 1,000 tons are ‘o be turned
irmm>diately into boric acid and borax. The remeining 4.000 tors are to he placed

in Jovernment reserve stocks. The remaining annual recuirements from two %o three
thousand metric tons of borax are to be covered Ly imnorts as heretofore.

7: The last @erman Gtate Planning Commiczsion, which has been greatly concerned about
the borax supply situciion,’ has been informed that China has mined mineral® con‘ain-
ing aporecisble quentities cof borax. Howecver, iltey have taken no steps so far to
acquire any of thesc mincrals {rem China as threy are convinced that rining and trans-
portation difficulties will be unsurrountable for any pratical nurroses for coms

time to come,
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